
Open House Event

October 18, 2023
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Agenda

Welcome and Introductions 

Open House Format (Ground Rules)

What is Zoning?

Enabling Authority for Zoning in PA 

Purpose and Objectives (for Gettysburg’s Zoning Rewrite Project) 

Process and Schedule

Zoning Information Stations

Next Steps
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Open House Format (Ground Rules) 

• Short Presentation followed 
by an “open house” forum 
permitting attendees to visit 
information stations and ask 
questions.

• Attendees are encouraged to 
visit the “Gettysburg Zoning 
Code Update/Rewrite 
Project” website for more 
information and provide 
written comments. https://www.gettysburgpa.gov/rezoning 

https://www.gettysburgpa.gov/rezoning
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What is Zoning?

• “The act or process of 
partitioning a city, town, or 
borough into zones reserved for 
different purposes (such as 
residence or business).” 
Merriam-Webster

• Gettysburg’s zoning regulations 
consist of the enacted ordinance 
and map.

- Zoning Code, Chapter 27 
Zoning

- Zoning Map 
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Enabling Authority for Zoning in PA
 

• The power to zone and to adopt 
zoning ordinances is granted to local 
governments by the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC), 
Act 247 of 1968, P.L. 805, as 
reenacted and amended, 53 P.S. § 
10101, et seq.

• Specifically, Section 601 of the MPC 
authorizes municipal governing 
bodies to enact, amend, and repeal a 
zoning ordinance. 
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Purpose and Objectives

• Borough’s Existing Zoning Code 

(Chapter 27) was enacted in 2008

• Requires consistency with the 

2019 Central Adams Joint 

Comprehensive Plan
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Purpose and Objectives

• The Zoning Update/Rewrite Project includes 

updating land use regulations, such as:

- A new Zoning Map, with updated zoning district 

locations and boundaries

- Uses permitted in each district

- Standards that apply to buildings and structures

- Standards that apply to specific uses
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Purpose and Objectives

• The primary goals of the Zoning Update/Rewrite Project are:

- Ensure consistency with the 2019 Joint Comprehensive Plan

- Simplify the zoning map and ordinance based on actual built 

environment and conditions

- Update zoning map to reflect changes that have occurred since 

2008.

- Address modern uses such as small cell wireless facilities, etc. 

- Update definitions and other provisions to ensure compliance with 

state and federal regulations and related case law, such as the Fair 

Housing Act.
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Process and Schedule

Enactment 
per MPC

Spring 2024

Draft 
Zoning 

Ordinance

Winter 2023-24

Confirm 
Permitted 

Uses

Fall 2023

Update 
Zoning 

Map 
Districts

Summer – Fall 
2023

Planning Commission Updates and Website Postings
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Zoning Information Stations
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Zoning Information Stations
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Next Steps

• Continue to solicit public input 
following tonight’s Open House 
event via the website 

• Continue to update the Zoning 
Ordinance and Zoning Map

• Provide monthly progress updates 
to the Planning Commission

https://www.gettysburgpa.gov/rezoning 

https://www.gettysburgpa.gov/rezoning
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